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Point 5.

The Provincial Government will examine the
question of the acquisition of the land for the
aforesaid purpose and proceed with the acquisition
thereof if there is no objection but as a result of the
examination if it is decided that the land shall not
be acquired for the aforesaid purpose, the said
corporation shall surrender the land to the
Provincial Government for its release and
restoration under section 8 of the aforesaid Act and
the corporation shall bear all costs and
compensation in connection with the release and
restoration of the land.
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Fifty Khasi families in uncertainty

Set to lose their homesteads, land for betel leaf cultivation after exchange
of adversely possessed land with India

A Khasi woman teaching her children at her house at Pallathal Punji in Baralekha upazila of
Moulvibazar. Some 50 Khasi families of the indigenous neighbourhood have been in fear of
losing their homestead to India once the implementation of Land Boundary Agreement begins in
their area. Locals said India would be in possession of about 300 acres of land where Khasis
cultivate betel leaf. Photo: Mintu Deshwara

Mintu Deshwara

Welsi Amse has always dreamt that her children would
become doctors one day. She has been squeezing every
penny possible from the meagre earnings from a betel leaf
garden at Pallathal Punji in Moulvibazar for the last few years.

But all her dreams have started to fade away after she came
to know that her betel leaf garden, her only source of income,
would soon be taken away. Now, the 35-year-old woman is
worried sick over how she and her five-member family would
survive if their land is taken.

Around 50 Khasi families living in Pallathal Punji (indigenous
neighbourhood) in Moulvibazar's Baralekha upazila would
lose their homestead once the exchange of the adversely
possessed land, following the signing of the land boundary
agreement, start happening.

Lukas Bahadur, headman of Pallathal Punji, told this
correspondent that around 300 acres of land, where Khasis
cultivate betel leaf, would be taken.

“Although India is erecting a barbed wire fence on its part
along our betel leaf garden, our officials are not doing
anything to stop them,” he alleged.

The betel leaf garden is the lone source of income for the 50
Khasi families comprising around 250 people. The families
living at the hillocks in the upazila are passing days amid
worry over losing the land they had been living on for
centuries.

As part of the 1974 Land Boundary Agreement (LBA),
Bangladesh will give India 2,777 acres of adversely
possessed land and get 2,267 acres in exchange. The land is
in the bordering areas of India's Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya,
and West Bengal states.
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700 Khasi people set to lose
their homesteads

Eviction notice asks them to leave by June 12

In a gloomy mood, Khasi women of Nahar Punjee in Moulvibazar's Srimangal listen to a
government notice being read out to them by the village headman (not in photo). The notice
asked the punjee dwellers to vacate 150 acres of the 250-acre government land by June 12.
Photo: Mintu Deshwara

Mintu Deshwara with Andrew Eagle

Women sit in a yard trying to sort betel leaves but their
heavy hearts barely allow it. The elderly who counted on
predictable sunset years can hardly concentrate on basic
chores. Children are confused; parents without hope. The
collective mood in the two Khasi villages collectively
known as Nahar Punjee, set amidst hillocks in the back
blocks of Moulvibazar's Srimangal and home to around
700 Khasis, is one of devastation.

On 30 May 2016 Nahar's villagers were issued notice by
the government to vacate 150 acres of the 250-acre
Nahar Punjee area by June 12, or face forcible eviction.

The notice accuses the Khasis of illegally occupying
government land, though the villages and adjoining betel
gardens from which they earn a livelihood have existed for
generations. “With respect to the land listed as
government land that we have long used,” says village
headman Dibarmin Potam, “We have always paid our local
taxes.”

He claims increased interest by the management of an
adjoining tea garden with expansion plans has led, since
2014, to a worsening security environment. Thanks to
longstanding Khasi cultivation, the hillsides slated for
vacating are also a wealth of timber.

“It's about grabbing the land and trees,” says Helon Amse,
24, a BBA final year student who rushed home from
college after learning of the threat to her village on social
media. “My grandmother and uncle died here. | want to be
laid to rest here. Where should we go? As a Bangladeshi
citizen | want justice.”
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MOULVIBAZAR KHASI VILLAGE
Women keep vigil to protect homes

occasion. Divided in small groups, they guard their houses and betel leaf gardens to resist any
attempt to evict the families and grab land in their punjee (village) at Sreemangal upazila of
Moulvibazar. A tea estate has allegedly been trying to grab land of the Khasi people since 2007 to
expand its area. The photo was taken Thursday night. Photo: Mintu Deshwara

Mintu Deshwara

Khasi women of two punjees in Moulvibazar's
Sreemangal upazila have started guarding their houses
and betel leaf gardens in a bid to resist any attempt to
evict their families and grab their land.

They have taken it upon themselves to protect their
homes as most of the male members of the punjees
(villages) have fled their houses in fear of arrest
following an eviction notice issued by the district
administration.

The notice, issued on May 30 to some 700 Khasi people
living in two villages collectively known as Nahar Punjee,
asked the villagers to vacate 150 acres of the 250-acre
punjee area by tomorrow.

The authorities accused them of illegally occupying 150
acres of government land and cultivating betel leaf
there. The notice warned that the authorities would use
the police to force the residents out of their homes if
they fail to move out within the deadline.

Indigenous rights activists alleged that the district
administration was acting in support of Nahar Tea
Estate, which has been trying to grab the land since
2007 to expand its area.

Armed with sticks and divided into small groups, the
Khasi women now guard their houses and betel leaf
gardens night and day, Mousumi Ruram, a punjee
resident, told this correspondent.

Raul Mannar, a local of the punjee, said, “We have been
living here for generations. Many Khasi families earn
their livelihood by growing crops on the land. Without
this land, it would be impossible for them to survive.”
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 12, 2016

Police attack killed 4 Santals: ethnic
minority leaders claim

BIPF, Jatiya Adivasi Forum and Nagarik Samaj jointly hold press conference at Dhaka Reporters

Unity on Friday, protesting at police attack on Santal people in Gaibandha. — New Age photo

Staff Correspondent

THE November 6 police at-
tack or-the Santals in Gai-
bandh .illed at least four
people, including a woman,
ethnic  minority leaders
claimed at a press confer-
ence on Friday.

Three of the  deceased

were identified as Shyamal

Hembrom, Mangal Mardy
and Ramesh Tudu while the
name of the woman victim
could not yet be confirmed,
said Bangladesh Indigenous
Peoples Forum's general sec-
retary Sanjeeb Drong as he
read out a written statement
at the conference.

The event was jointly or-
ganized by the BIPE Jatiya
Adivasi Foram and Nagarik
Samaj at Dhaka Reporters
Unity in protest against the
attack which has allegedly
forced ™00 adivasi families
out of tuuir homes.

According to Sanjeeb, the
first victim was killed by a
bullet immediately after po-
lice opened fire on the minor-
ity people on November 6.

The next day, the body of
the second victim was found
in a rice field while the third
and the fourth victim died on
November 10.

“The last two victims also
died from bullet injuries as
they, prevented by the attack-
ers, could not go to a hospi-

party looted houses before
setting those on fire, alleged
Jativa Adivasi Forum's presi-
dent Rabindranath Soren.
And it did not end here.
The politician's - henchmen
went on looting houses and
assaulting women of two
other nearby villages inhab-

tal,” said Sanjeeb.

“There are reports of more
people missing since the at-
tack,” he added.

After opening fire on the
Santals of Sahahebganj-
Baghdafarm =~ area, police
watched as musclemen loyal
to local leaders of the ruling

ited by the minority people,’
alleged Rabindranath.
Emerging evidence that
the ruling party leaders mas-
terminded the attack bears
testimony to the state’s pat-
ronisation of minority repres-
sion, said Oikya NAP presi-
dent Pankaj Bhattacharya.
“The government has an-

‘nounced that there are no

adivasi people in the country.
It seems they are out to prove
the statemer® by driving
adivasis out of their home-
steads, said human rights
activist Sultana Kamal,
Independent  researcher
Syed Abul Maksud, Parbatya
Chattagram  Janasanghati
Samity organising secretary
Shaktipada Tripura, and
Communist Party of Bang-
ladesh leader Abdullah Kafi
Ratan also spoke at the press
conference.
_ The organisers made five
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DHAKA THURSDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2016 Expressing concern, rights activists yester-
day demanded a judicial probe into police
DEATH OF GAIBANDHA SANTALS firing and killing of two santals on

November 6 over land dispute in

] UdiCial _ prObe demanded Ga}ga; ;lt};li:ément, they also sought exem-

plary punishment for those involved.

Advocate Sultana Kamal, chairperson
of Transparency International
Bangladesh; Khushi Kabir, coordinator,
Nijera Kori; Dr Iftekharuzzaman, executive
director, TIB; Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief
executive, Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association; and Sanjeeb Drong,
general “secretary, Bangladesh Adivasi
“wrum, among others, signed it.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Adivasi Forum
also protested and demanded return of the
lands to the santals, a separate land com-
mission for plainland indigenous people

Bangladesh Adivasi Forum forms a human chain in front of Bangladesh National Museum in the capital yesterday and punlShment fOl’ the perpetratqrs .
protesting the two deaths in Sunday's clash between police, labourers and Santal community people in Shahebganj In another statement, Badaruddin Umqr,

of Gaibandha's Gobindagan] over a land dispute. PHOTO: STAR president of Anti-fascism and Anti-
imperialism National Committee,
demanded rehabilitation of evicted santals
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The Daily Star

DHAKA THURSDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2016

Eminent citizens addressing a press conference at the capital's Reporters' Unity yesterday
after visiting Gaibandha, where the ethnic minority Santals have recently fallen victim to

repression and eviction.

ATTACK ON SANTALS |

Local MP, UP

Tepresentatives

had direct role
Says a civil body

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local lawmaker, union
parishad chairman and
members and the local
administration were “di-
rectly involved” in the
November 6 attack on
Santals in Gaibandha, said
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