e 26 ferwent

RIS [TAD WwdY

FHonfAS e o9 SfeiEmmT Rewye a1355 ferwent

ndigenons Proples rvices=1PDS

prqmpling the visions
of indigenous peoples European Union




eI 71267 ferrent

NI [ 000

FHAA fafwe o9 3afefempT fewrw 21357 ferwont

TS
BCIE R

TWE NG
IEREIGIEY
o v
ofeT &Taely 3

BB
fCrm™T 2000

© TN
wafoifeas

European Union

ARk

BSfEfermioT FPietep] ceresits MierEm-siR ey

LR YT 2R, iR (@€, (AW, BIFl-3204

(T : bbr-0-CordCdYo , T : +brbr-0-50COY

CIRIZT : 0390 b080%¢E , 0303-bEODY D

promolig e iors 2- (2: ipdsaski@yahoo.com/ drong03@yahoo.com
www.ipdsbd.com




N[RITERR [t Wex oy s

oy SfEsiors TR R =Affgfs S 3
GifoRd  farer e, wv@PEr @
enferer oiF A s «ifes zooz)| feetwa
217G B3 (AT O SRS X1 20021 i
THE & dfeqm fetard Face Pt Saa e
Gaq  fate =Rl WIRET SRR
R I AfEe @I F W
Seg TFE (B FACR| VIR AGOFTAT
T B[R NAIFIR *R® 2008 9@ -7
SRR WO | (e RTeea AR g (e
TR (oA Meace ePe| WY 0
NI, (@6 8 NI &N &S w0
(TN A TCACR| O TG SPYHT ZA,
NPT AR (@ AfeFR W
ATCoR |

TR s aem v awe wE
FEAF G2 e Fre w0 AN, WA

RIS AR Taea “messe! (s =i
T @2 ANET T O AR FER WO
A WTRET RS A259 frreRee «
JCE RO FCACRN| G @ISR IS [T
BETCRY , NI T QAT AT FeCR |
TERAC | AN ST SAfaFy eFifFre K
AL IR

qZ Al wmEsT SRe gER o’
TRIFR THE IS RS FA| T
T B AT e 2G| e e,
qefers, fafear, NPT Rwoq RIS
ST AT OB AN T AN A= |
IS I << I [ S I P | 2 (4 R | DR L B b
“Afafgfon Tfe w6 0T S ==t 71|

JHT G2
OISl
Trm™a 205V



e wie [Rens Sreorma qe1 A3 8
TR Mol (TR FAT A e, AemIrET,
e, BTN TG , R, AR, VG Apfo
(EPTR Sf4F TRYF ANGSER I GF A
Aeorrd aies e FieeR oA, wE
Freafes sfkfgferes Rl wiva N =izt
ST AT 20ACR YR GOTS | AT A
e GRS WWAemE seel
AeSHWR IfF S[Pre FPel| SR SCAeE e
TGF AN GRS @ G 4F T T oIema|

JECFA M JBTOl (N TEIACH NSO 3
G OSSR TP Ao AT S| TeRcet
SAF T I T A AW @A AFA AITE
MR 99 @Y PRET IE@ ©OWd SR
FOIGAG (2| G SCHP N LSRN i,
TR FRITS GBI 2 A& (7| O 2
AT IR AL AT TGN (BT
ST LGNS Y| GNNF TS ALACE Fol (77 @2
$a0R IR | e e gifee (e
THANS qCHTR SCHF AN| FACAT FCA G0
2fsqm Fearg @R e &Y ¢ Aifaw T
Frd vifbrarz) wifq iars tofd z@ce) «ft 39
LS 40 (ST AT (@, N Ireifer eamesze
FACS AT | TSI GHPTNE FTRIARTATOR
sAfavx facs wiea = w11 il Sesaeer snfrasir,
SGSFR FoF RIS (WFCIT FACR| GF &AFE
THRFS BT 000 A b TOHEE TGE
@ (@A FoTe sger fFTe =@ oimd
T e G 2IfSra =EE FE (AT
=z fufar [t orat T, s qifedt s
AeeRrE e e gife @3 fefests

G 2AfFEE (A AR oA Gofve e TR
T TGOS LS QTSR FAT T | =TT
6T Al FEF0 NN F6A| 58 SAeorFTma
T NI SO SIFINCAS = STl el 2018
PP (@ATFOR T4 =)

eree O WHFR THER WARCT ST
fvEpie G fite T@eml e @@ R
TRCAICEE SN[ AT 000 AT SAAIH (ol
IR G1R ToAI8 AR T AP WD =]
ffCar @ qrifass smwicen ¥ zere [eE ¢ 2@re?
| FEF 27 W GF2 (G B NGO
s 2oy S0 2| Mare(tas F1Ree 95
AR Prol-s@ vieeorts To T =
Qe Sgorng AN giFEey  medr =)
ALSIER AT ANESFHT AN (Sre &S
MR 2| U2 AF oAIF (o {51 =3

7 e Temaer S S o
BTG (BT (ATR| SCACE (AL BT (IR
SRS WAMIME T4 ASOFPR - S
SvRET Rem 267 fereer e I
FAA| o el 8 e A s
G Je T @ wegd O RN o
4R Tgm TN GO ©ICNT WOl 8 Gl I
Y FACO | SR [0 el @I, elfirre,
AESTO! T &ARY FACS R(I| WMET o
VRSSO T (BRF AT =
SIS FRAEF JTYRE NI PO Ao
I& IO (A WP R ARG
fCrreRma &y waer e fes =0 7 sisEr
Wg IEL FAco AfF, ©f 2 SRFre @«
SRS S A




MR (SR (AR A Qe

SRR VHIILFIF TG

O TS [Fae 8 et e Affwds

TS Y G q TCOF 05 AT (G ICRINE @
P G AR oS ™ ¢ I e
T fiferoeg seor =P @ Jrelfer
FIPR T TN SRR A S| 20
THfgfors Bfes e *tFq v T
fuca Seer ¢ wig e FIFHT FTOfSB!
QR A (AT B OIR T, LAFCAT AT
oz 9% ofire 91 AT, (7 & Gk med ey are
(TRIC R BT AT | 10 SFre B 0%
o & Sfvar Aeor fee & fFgedr ==
[T (N, o WM @ 0 5| I [ =0
8 e o) e Afers ¢ sm@ AR o
fofesT @@=

GO IF FAS(ZF T AT SO ToR G0
TREA A I G gENT AFEE AL
FUARNST JeeT 7)< Rl @R 81 Ff)

g

| V1 o R e | K11 s | | IS RV 4
FPIATSICH ey fofeet @@ | St So Qs
(RCT SG 5 (TR | (T AP QTN S
T VISR TRACE 217, foqemce 2oy K
7, STl MR TN FECR NSO 8 Jreifer
FIera feerm) e were ofeafy. @<hifee
SIS T ZCACR| AR F SR SH0S (oA,
©CF HGSFRT WEER B TR FACS AR,
IR ARF € O (F62 AR IeTF A=A
M| A (2 (E@TOETT ARSI I (R
@Al 6] AR AR wfite RS siger
*IET (PN S TR AP F(E 8 G AW
Tl 40 2CACR A (T2 AN RS A6 *[SIfHF
AGOF @ el FIICE SFIN T RCACR|
TREFEE G2 SRR NI FTRICE ToR
R GO AN AT AT FHCS A
PRAOITS FEPMH AWML NG 8 v
FRAFTTI TSI A F[ ZCACZ|



Afefes ST B edl®

Y 8 q TSHT 038 AESH AT AGFE 2K 7
ISR 7 W @R WoAR 4T PG TRPIE
g xe AT fAG W s GRiferm
BICTARGE R WO 3[R @Fg MeT 25 |
WZ WO dfeqm ARl e @i SE
e e ia S| sIEr Jeife e afsfafy
BI (ATF GG G TR DTS Q2 T | 3
TR (@RAR SN A #FE OYHK, TS
QFT T, PN e, TwEeEr, e 361, .
S IS, SIS, wddife o, B
e, e RaR, @b T,
A o @m qeE @Iy Afvw, *EiE
T, Foiv T2 sifoee, A§9 B, AaRe
I @S FEAN, AART A, Sy
PEAM TRfe Affer afsfay aw [fey Bfe
BIICT @ AfGSIF MRIMBNR A= 47 (1T BIpl
(QTF ABIHR ST €T 22| SR GRS 7
AT ACZING JA-FN @ TWRAT AT (N2
GO A AReNT AR Mo S 2w
@R o AR o T FI (T @F 7w
s 771 QI (R Wi ST (RS AR

T FoToR M @ur o) Gi|s cw =@t s
A ANGOFAR PTOAMCT I feapiiel - Fell
TR AT (NRE AT AN SN S
FeAE Aacaa Wi oifery ©3 319 J00RA|

SR AR CH AT JEAR| SN H oS
NGO 8 ArEIEwa 0 T AR GFCa AT
JER| AFAW AAMOCIE FAT AR AT
FCAPFAEE I ST (qeifR, @Fvet Seis
ETIF MNESFMA FAT IR TN AT AL
qYE AT FACR, ANCOFTAT 4N ARl do
SH AN FHCE NS oo FEAT @R
RIER IS RS G

ST SCACHF ACF FAT TR 27 ST QTR forer
qQEF A G0 TS FAT IR GIATH
sfiferr W® em Igerm F@pfa axf+ s
GCIAWE W @ @2 TveE [vm 77
AR | o TR, S fox F@w | S =3
Ity JEORT =T G99 OIFT 5F  RPHATSIC
DRI TR TER IECR WNE I G
K (TS AT 1| AW 92 @3 Fo7 F@w ez FF
FAEI, (AT TR? @ TR T& Fh?

TACACS IHNGOR TAI-FI-Ha oS (bR
SR (TRl QR FEEHS SO TS



Tzl Jifvew 2fdey Areermr @2 fe 9w
JE e SfedT SEw FraRs| @etas SiEr
GF0E (AT FFIC o IS FIGTC0R |

AMIRER ANSSRT AT SR A (e, St ey
SRR AFPWIRE 'ET e AT I Al
GFGTT SARTONF G2 G ICF oIl el
| AFE ISR AN IR, AN
I Q] OIHR SRR (S (FCACR| OICHR R
@PCe iR =1, OWd SQI T&e QTN SIid
(ATS ST AR A T T (&1 T4 =20
TERIRT NSO TSR GF6 QTR Aerg PR
FCACR

SRS SR I, FFRNCAE ST 8
AT BTS20 TCRS ST SfvaET kT 77T
TS AR FEde offfiw wrnes T8
it @ SMRERT TR, QU AT
HCTer 0= | FIF ST QL ST 7 & O
(& (I 5T PCACRT | NSO ST FCACRA
PR = &% B =CACR| R I [T =eeg
o7, O BIC6T AL o (Fprg SR
TP A0 ACHF (TS ASOFRT QTN A MCH
oA | 2 T RIS ST IR Qe (e
Giled Y

Rl oedfz, o e m fieem iz
R, 17F RERTR AU A SAPRRAG | ST
Ageifal 8 fOfe Brtametirte Wwia Aba &9
ZpIfTe TRl ANTGE @ENEE e fofoe

AT AR offer AfeNE Telfgfere  SEmE
SR 90F Siew e o9 J1fewd wie wie
A GURI SARR NERIESE "R F
AT @4 @F B AOF 8 oI
W O R TR AN (RS e
S 50 O Sifed A%

FI8 (AF WWEPT AGF  (AF S W
TS e Ao TR G PREEE
SRR fRRTva Sy Srew f[Eas SR ASSERT
JCTCR , ST FCT @ACS ARCR T| ZCSINCL ACSH
LI *RT OV TR W@ Oliged TRE;
wfrartar wwRe rafedre wwr fow
TRORMAT WA PR @ el fyr afiw
TR

TR @l o

AT TRFR @ QST FRACRT | TGS
qreRE oM 9 TwReE Qs PiEfkeEe 38
T CIERI AT T[T o8 JmaEar
&e2 @ W re wiee| e e Py @ mce
BIRCETS O @I (1| (*ITT 28«18 @l fey fvea
GCACR |

3¢ TSR MMRBNCHR ACH SNST AT AR
SN ST FICACRR S0 (JOCHA A T4 [
W @2 @ AR TGN OFF (AF, O
MISFRT 98 @Y Q= TAS 2| S TCGAGT
PR (ACF @il f{re Bl FRe O’ RS, &
Soume Tolfgfere ofm offr Jtarg, ©mR
7oT fog



MG AR T e € @S
FeAT e QT RITeR WM @ qreifer
FIPE TORA T T T [ | AGOTT
SR TR, R I SR GTAFE S{feries
SR I, AT OTAACE oW P 1 B AR
S{fert @ FERICHR SPTC T (M| 58 2o SR
SR TCATF FCA (E@REEE GIRA FACS HIRCT
O ARG AT ASTE (BB FACA  2ffert
SfrRRIonE B R efer 389 w0 @3 © &
GO f2S 8 20 TS S TS 2, Al S
Tl 41 TR | 2ol 2w * It (@&, W
T 8 0 Tg

@15

NI (CR (NoNG TATEER @R AN
ST A2, SMHANEI, AR, AW 8
5 AR GIER 5,082,900 4T OfFl W
(feaTie) 70 FIeR &y Sifdaee S oo
AR TR GG ACRI G-I
A Afifoe| SRR T 3¢fs e Q@
5 el amr Troem =@ U fee wfkarzeige
QTS S B T T | S O T R0 @7 &
SRICAT (@ K P AT (AF AG2=e Fal
e PR oy Wi e o =@ «ft
for 5| Sifdarrem 7/ (1 fog wfiice =i 518 =8
GRS R F6a B Terdma =1 77w g
ol FETTa YIS '@ AN 7P 0 W
008 AMA IRANT Tems Id [T T
qOIER bCe ATF| e Few Fren
Mo & I LR IS TRIN FC (FIG
SO G PO GHCe 4, W, I e
S, SINIE ¢ 9T 1 F =| W @ e
G 2T WO PR e S| SItnd
AR (@S Q03¢ MFT Wo WH NI
(EeTe Sfofe (e NP (JeR)
ACRING-IPMIER G ARG S8 FCR|
OSSR SRS Sfre 4, o ¢ fiE

PAGK N[ (LTS A | 6G NATH (&= 27
S0 (T Q05 ©Iffitd T& fire Rex witafos
9= (Special Economic Zone) 0% COFTS
2RI (M P IR J[2-AWIR Shce SLFR
e ohheara wifsce wfvasi-arei= gf&~ma
Cof TR A SATHE | AW wICs e
TN @ P YR TACH W I
FCACR, WVl TR S5 U (ATF 03y, WY ¢8
g @@ BN Seimewm SgEre g
ARIIG-IMFCNT Y Targ el N
A T FE BENR, I HECR T AHE|
WAl TN AET WA ARG, DA’ &
@AT AAMeeR el ofFes, ool
A, e Tolm Jfee  wiREEr
fAfresacem [Rem =3 7o @3 Y o ¢
TRREE TPl

TRFER T&T, AT (AF &F F(F WA NG
G RS G2 G FUCA ASOEwR f2et |
«Gft; 7o SpTey 8 TR KA TR SoTH e |
R (FE (P IR, AR et ST 75 22|
SRR (FC A, WD WEE B T RN
GRfoxm SrtaeR fofe Foe Tt WK I&CT
RS SI#FRT TSR o757 P

R @ A TS 512, O 2@, @3 N e
NSO <R FA WG A q=4-AmrE &)
ST @3 SR S S oitafe) sice vy Wi,
ot s, sl W, (oo e, <o Wi, g1,
QAT W, JF MR 92 7 TS T/ (oA IR
G 2o @3 JWT FIGE N0 | MNSOFRT IR,
AN JMMT AR I SPAE 92 Tl ARl
A

SOUR T q TGEIR OIE AT FIFIES
AT IR 3T FGATH (@ §fe =@, o712 pfest
o (AR G18 piers ™8 =1l ©ity, =Y BIead
ey O3 S SfeRe T 'R0 | I SRETS FHEe
Y BT T = OR[N Irore o g =W,
G2 G TaE FC AF© NENSS FIer Bl es
2 oide @il S FRYR 603 A3 @2 5 ¢ 4RI
PR SR R BT 41 =CA



Point 5.

The Provincial Government will examine the
question of the acquisition of the land for the
aforesaid purpose and proceed with the
acquisition thereof if there is no objection but
as a result of the examination if it is decided
that the land shall not be acquired for the
aforesaid purpose, the said corporation shall
surrender the land to the Provincial
Government for its release and restoration
under section 8 of the aforesaid Act and the
shall
compensation in connection with the release
and restoration of the land.
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Point 5.

The Provincial Government will examine the
question of the acquisition of the land for the
aforesaid purpose and proceed with the
acquisition thereof if there is no objection but
as a result of the examination if it is decided
that the land shall not be acquired for the
aforesaid purpose, the said corporation shall
land to the
Government for its release and restoration

surrender the Provincial
under section 8 of the aforesaid Act and the
shall
compensation in connection with the release
and restoration of the land.
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Bullet-hit Choron Soren with one of his hands cuffed to his bed at Rangpur Medical College Rupital yeéierda‘y; The Santal man, who was
—nhot in the leg during the November 6 attack on his community in Gaibandha, was undergoing treatment under police custody.  puoro: sTar
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Going blind doesn't worry
him, losing his land does

Injured, arrested Santal man of Gaibandha
panicking over how to suppor{ his family

AKRAM HOSEN

With his left eye completely gone and
reddish liquid oozing out all the time
from the right, Dwijen can hardly make
out the faces of people around him.
But whenever he realises a visitor is
here, the landless Santal of Gaibandha

asks one question repeatedly.

"Will we be able to go back to our
land? Will they [the government] take any
: SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

RELATED STORY ON PAGE 3

Going blind doesn't worry him

FROM PAGE 1 .

measure for us? No matter what hap-
pens to me, my children, wife and
parents would need a place to live,” he
keeps on saying.

Dwijen Tudu, 36, a day labourer, is
one of the 15-20 people injured during
the November 6 eviction drive at
Shahebganj Sugar Mills in

Gobindaganj of Gaibandha that also

left two Santals dead.

He received numerous pallet injuries
in the upper part of his body and one of
the pallets went through his left eye.

“Doctors say I am not likely to be able
to see with my left eye again while the
right eye is also not working right,” he
told this correspondent who was visiting
the National Institute of Ophthalmology-
and Hospital in the capital yesterday.

He is one of the three injured Santal
men shown arrested in a case filed after
the November 6 incident. Police
brought him to the hospital, hand
cuffed and tied two days later.

Police on Monday took off the
handcuffs hours after a High Court

directive. Three policemen, however,
were seen on guard.

“We starved for the first few days
when we came here. I had to share
whatever the hospital gave him,” said
Dwijen's younger sister Martha Tudu.

She, however, was grateful that people
sympathetic to the cause of the Santals
have been coming to the hospital with
food overthelast couple of days.

Dwijen's father Iliam Tudu, a man
in his mid 70s, told The Daily Star that
he was concerned about Dwijen's well
beingas heis his onlyson.

“I can hardly stand on my feet. Hewas
the breadwinner of the family. His chil-
drenwill starve ifhe goesblind,” he said.

Director of the hospital Golam
Mostafa said a five-member medical
board formed to treat him found that
his left eye was too damaged to treat.
THE LAND IN QUESTION
Families evicted from the predomi-
nantly indigenous villages in
Gobindaganj upazila of Gaibandha
have been asking the local administra-
tion to reclaim their ancestral land.

The families first lost their homes and
were forced to leave the area in 1962,
when the Pakistan government acquired
theland for cultivation of sugarcane to be
used in Rangpur Sugar Mill, found a
probe by additional deputy commis-
sioner (revenue) of the district last year.

The probe was conducted after the
families rendered homeless on
November 6, brought the issue to the
attention of the administration in
March last year.

The memorandum, which allowed
Pakistan Industrial Development
Corporation to acquire the 1,842.3
acres of land, mentioned that the land
would be taken back by the govern-
ment and returned to its previous state,
if anything but sugarcane was culti-
vated there, added the report.

However, paddy, wheat, maize,
tobacco, potato and mustard were found
to be cultivated in the area by influential
people who leased the area from the mill
authorities, found the probe by the
administration which concluded that
theSantalshadaclaimto theland.

o3
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A Santal woman near her wood-burning stove at Madarpur village of Gobindaganj of Gaibandha. l
The local Santals like her, who were evicted recently, did not celebrate Nabanna Uisab yesterday.

EVICTED SANTALS
No Nabanna

this year

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Every year Santals in Gaibandha's
Gobindaganj celebrate Nabanna
Utsab, a traditional festival to hail the
new crops and harvest with the start of
Bangla month Agrahayan. But this year
they had no festival even though it was

- scheduled to be celebrated yesterday.

~ "We are not celebrating Loban
[Nabanna| like other years," said
Dipul Soren, a 10-grader of Madarpur
village in the Rangpur Sugar Mills area.

Philimon Baske, a Santal leader,
said every year they celebrate the
Loban festival with their own tradi-
tion, but this year the Santals could not
harvest their paddy on time.

"They were evicted from their land,
and they are in grief as they lost three
people of their community and four
others, who were injured, are now
eitherin hospital orjail."

The Santals cultivated paddy on 100
acres of land in Madarpur and Joypur
villages. The paddy needs tobe

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

STAR

No Nabanna this year

FROM PAGE 2

harvested as early as possible, he said.

The indigenous people said police
were guarding the paddy fields so that
they could not harvest the paddy.

Mistri Murmu, of Joypur village, said
he cultivated paddy on four acres of land.
He had built two houses on the disputed
land in the hope of startinga newlife.

But his houses were demolished. And
now they were not being allowed to har-
vestthepaddyfrom theland, healleged.

"The paddy will go to waste if it is
notreaped within 10 days,” he said.

Rumina Mardi, of Madarpur village,
said they harvest paddy with festivity
in Agrahayan every year. "We make
pitha [cake] for celebrating Loban after
offering prayers," shesaid, adding that
they were not celebrating the tradi-
tional festival this season.

Bhupen Mardi, of Madarpur village,
said the government was yet to assess

theirlosses due to the eviction. He also
demanded that the government form a
committee to probe the incident and
assess the losses of the evicted indige-
nous people.

Children who stopped going to
their schools after the incident on
November 6 attended their classes in
the last two days.

Abdul Baki, headmaster of
Sahebganj Ikkhufarm Government
Primary School, said students started
attending their classes since
Wednesday with their new books.

Their books were damaged during a
tripartite clash between the Santals,
staffers of Rangpur Sugar Mills and
police over the eviction of the indige-

‘nous people from the disputed land on

November 6.

The clash left three Santal men dead
and 20 others, including nine police-
men, injured.

PHOTO:
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Shahebganj Bhumi Uddhar Sanghati Committee holds a press briefing at the Reporters Unity in Dhaka

protesting the attacks on Santal Community in Gaibandha

DHAKA TRIBUNE

‘Attack on Santals was planned’

I Syed Samiul Basher Anik

The recent attack on a Santal community in Gobindaganj,
Gaibandha was planned to evict them from their land, a citi-

zens body said yesterday.

After visiting the affected areas of Shahebganj-Bagda farm
in Gobindaganj on Tuesday, members of Shahebganj-Bagda
farm Bhumi Uddhar Sanghati Committee said Santals were
victims of a joint attack carried out by ruling party leaders,
local administration and police aiming to evict them from

their land.

Dhaka Tribune
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2016

press conference held at
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity in
the capital.

“Although two Santal
men - Shyamol Hembron
and Mongol Madri - were
killed in the illegal eviction
drive led by police, they are
refusing take the respon-
sibility,” said Jyotirmoy
Barua, convener of the com-
mittee. :

34
The eight-member committee made the comment at a @[’12 ;iBEIﬂQ 51&1‘
- DHAKA SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2016

The Santals lostland the most

Says new book based on study of indigenous people on plain land

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Among all the plain land indigenous
communities in Bangladesh, the
Santals have lost their land most, says a
bookby an expert.

During their last three generations,
around four lakh Santals lost over
three lakh bighas (116,400 acres) of
land. The properties are worth Tk 5,114
crore at 2014 prices, says Prof Abul
Barkat in the book, titled “Political
Economy of Unpeopling of
Indigenous Peoples: The Case of
Bangladesh”. :

The book based on the studies on
ten indigenous communities living on
the plain land, has not been launched

vet.

@

‘less the fastest, reads the book.

“Among the indigenous people,
Santals are the biggest loser when it
comes to losing land. Their number is
high and their land is easy target for
everybody,” Barkat told The Daily Star.

Currently, some 75 percent of the
total Santal population is landless, and
half of them do not have their own
home.

Among the indigenous communi-
ties, Patro, Pahan and Santal people
are the ones who are becoming land-

“During their last three generations
[up to 2008], the estimated total
amount of land lost by the Santal
community would be about 116,400
acres, which is 58 percent of the total
land dispossessed by the ten-surveyed
plain-land indigenous communities,”
reads thebook.

But no government has ever distrib-
uted any khas land among them, it says.
Asked, Barkat said the government
acquires their land in many cases but
in most cases, they are grabbed by
Bangalis with fake documents.

The book says undue political influ-
ence by some locals, cultural hege-
mony and the ignorance of the Santals
arereasons for theirlosing theirland.

Santals are living in 14 districts,
including Bogra, Chapainawabganj,

- Dinajpur, Lalmonirhat, Moulvibazar,

Naogaon, Nilphamari, Panchagarh,
Rajshahi, Rangpur, Gaibandha,
Sirajganj, Tangail and Thakurgaon.
The otherindigenous communities
who were studied for the book were
Garo, Hajong, Oraon, Rakhine, Dalu,
Khasi, Patro, Pahan and Mahato.
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ATTACKS ON MADARPUR COMMUNITY )
Betrayed and deceived, Santals lose everything
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The picture shows a school attendance register of students. The school was not

even spared from the wrath of men of lawmaker and chairman

MEHEDI HASAN

No home, and now no education

Enure Alam Durjoy and Tajul
Islam Reza from Gaibandha

The future seems dark for young
Santals of Madarpur. _ ..

Driven out of their village by
the police and local thugs, at least
60-70 children and youth from the
community have stopped gomg to
school for fear of assault.

They also lost all their textboeks.

and study materials in the arso,
that burned all their homes to”
ground.

Following a violent eviction
carried out by local thugs watched
over by policemen, which began
on Sunday and continued inter-
mittently till Monday, some 1,000

Santal families have run away from -

their homes and taken shelter in
nearby villages.
Children from the communi-

G

ty are saying they fear they might
be beaten up on their way to the
school, or even in the schools.

In a nearby village, one of our
correspondents found Santal fam-
ilies sitting around in the yards of-
“people who had given them shel-

ter. Children were also there smcu:ag*'
.- by theirelders.

“We cannot go to school. We

‘_tned 0. They said: You are San-
fals: Why-are you here? If we go to
““'school they will beat us,” said Mag-

dulina;a class-six student.

“Qur books were burnt there in
the village. We do not even have
anything to eat. Our parents are
unfed too,” she said.

There are 60-70 students in the
community, most of whom go to
the Sahebganj Farm Government
Primary. School. Some are college
and university-level students.

Medi Soren, a honors second
year student, said he could not
imagine that this sort of torture
would descend upon him and his
neighbours.

An SSC candidate said: “I have
exams soon and I am wondering
whether I will be able to sit for the
exam. I have no home now, where
am I going to study?”

Sahebganj Farm school’s Head-
master Abdul Baki said none of his
Santal students had been to the
school since the incident.

He said he had spoken to some
of the parents and heard that the .
students were afraid to come tothe
school.

Five days ago, the community
was living in a long line of shanties,
nearly 600, built four months ago.

‘Now the place is a flat piece of land,

darkened with ash. e
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Workers of a sugar mill in Madarpur village under Gobindapur upazila, Gail:andha run a tractor on the land which, before
Sunday, was home to several Santal families to trample the burnt remamsof thelr houses to the ground. The photo was taken

yesterday

MEHEDI HASAN

Tractor tramples atrocity evidence

¥ Nure Alam Durjoy
from Gaibandha -

When the tractor. finally stopped
growling, its. dnver glancing back

at the well- tilled patch of land; it
would be hard for anyone to guess
that this stretch of Madarpur vil-
lage was teeming with people just
five days ago. "

More than 2,000 people, mostly
Santals, living in about 600 shan-
ties in the.remote village under
Gaibandha’s Gobindaganj upazila.

They were .displaced after their
houses were set afire.on Sunday and
Monday, allegedly by men loyal to
local MP Abul Kalam Azad and Sap-
mara Union Chairman Shakil Ahmed
Bulbul, in presence of police.

Two Santal men were killed and
three others were'injured in clash-
es on Sunday when the residents

fought pitched battles with police,
sugar mill staff, and men loyal to
the:MP and chairman.

~ Victims said the tractor was

“ brought in on Monday evening after
. theirhouses were set on fire to erase

‘évidéht_e that they lived there.

'On Wednesday noon, this cor-
respondeft saw a tractor - which,
according to peop]e supervising
the operation, belonged to.the Ma-

- himaganj Sugar Mill = levelling the

patch of land where the charred
houses stoad but left the surround-
ing area untouched.

When asked why they were
ploughing the area, the supervi-
sors claimed that the land had been
lying barren for a long time and de-
clined to speak further.

Several date and banana trees
bore signs of the arson.

Ansel Hembrom, one of the San-

tals who lived there, said the trac-
tor had begun work in presence of
police on Monday night. '

A barbed-wire fence was being
put up to cut off the place.

It was from here that the Paki-
stani government evicted 25 fam-
ilies in 1962 for setting up a sugar
mill. Those evicted went on to set-
tle in other parts of the country.

A 1962 deal between Pakistan’s
central and provincial govern-
ments had a clause that the land
would be handed over to the previ-
ous owners if it was used for other
pUrposes.

The sugar mill stopped pro-
duction in 2004 but the land was
leased allegedly to local politicians
and affluent people.

Some of those families returned
to lay claim to the land. They built
makeshift houses there in July.

>
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Several ethnic minority groups form a human chain in front of the National Museum in the capital yesterday protesting the attack on Santal
community in Gaibandha recently. FOCUS BANGLA PHOTO
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Police attack killed 4 Santals: ethnic
minority leaders claim

Staff Correspondent

THE November 6 police at-
tack or—the Santals in Gai-
bandh  illed at least four
people, including & woman,
ethnic  minority leaders
claimed at a press confer-
ence on Friday.

Three of the  deceased
were identified as Shyamal
Hembrom, Mangal Mardy
and Ramesh Tudu while the
name of the woman victim
could not yet be confirmed,

party looted houses before
setting those on fine, alleged
Jativa Adivasi Forum's presi-
dent Rabindranath Soren.
And it did not end here.
The politicia's - henchmen
went on looting houses and
assaulting women of two
other nearby villages inhak-

tal,” said Sanjech.

“There are reports of mone
people missing since the at-
tack.” he added.

After opening fire on the
Santals  of  Sahahebganj-
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BIPF, Jatiya Adivasi Forum and Nagarik Samaj jointly hold press conference at Dhaka Reporters

Unity on Friday, protesting at police attack on Santal people in Gaibandha.

The Daily Star
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— New Age photo

Baghdafarm area. police
watched as musclemen loyal
to local leaders of the ruling

ited by the minority people,’
alleged Rabindranath.
Emerging evidence that
the ruling party leaders mas-
terminded the attack bears
testimony to the state’s pat-
ronisation of minority repres-
sion, said Oikya NAP presi-
dent Pankaj Bhattacharya.
“The government has an-
nounced that there are no
adivasi people in the country.
It seems they are out to prove
the statemer® by driving
adivasis out of their home-
steads.’ said human rights
activist Sultana Kamal.
Independent  researcher
Syed Abul Maksud, Parbatya
Chattagram  Janasanghati
Samity organising secretary
Shaktipada  Tripura, and
Communist Party of Bang-
ladesh leader Abdullah Kafi
Ratan also spoke at the press
conference.
_ The organisers made five

ATTACK oN_ SANTALS
Local MP, UP
representatives

had direct role
Says a civil body

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local lawmaker, union
parishad chairman and
members and the local
administration were “di-
rectly involved” in the
November 6 attack on
Santals in Gaibandha, said

Eminent citizens addressing a press conference at the capital's Reporters' Unity yesterday
after visiting Gaibandha, where the ethnic minority Santals have recently fallen viotim to PHOTO: SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

STAR
repression and eviction. -
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Expressing concern, rights activists yester-
day demanded a judicial probe into police
firing and killing of two santals on
November 6 over land dispute in
Gaibandha.

In a statement, they also sought exem-
plary punishment for those involved.

Advocate Sultana Kamal, chairperson
of Transparency International
Bangladesh; Khushi Kabir, coordinator,
Nijera Kori; Dr Iftekharuzzaman, executive
director, TIB; Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief
executive, Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association; and Sanjeeb Drong,
general “secretary, Bangladesh Adivasi
“wrum, among others, signed it.

DEATH OF GAIBANDHA SANTALS

Judicial probe demanded

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Adivasi Forum
also protested and demanded return of the
lands to the santals, a separate land com-
mission for plainland indigenous people
and punishment for the perpetrators.

In another statement, Badaruddin Umar,
president of Anti-fascism and Anti-
imperialism National Committee,

Bangladesh Adivasi Forum forms a human chain in front of Bangladesh National Museum in the capital yesterday ‘ At 1
demanded rehabilitation of evicted santals

protesting the two deaths in Sunday's clash between police, labourers and Santal community people in Shahebganj
of Gaibandha's Gobindagan] over a land dispute. PHOTO: STAR

oo et JAFAANER

A BN @ufaig
IFTAT AfScrey

csifawette STieoieaEns S HeE e SRy v

— — B,

=91 TH 1 €% FUADT WaTH TR U S wigH FEw

sl e ~'°I
S s, Tre sl
oo TR, g
Hhestg (TR T AR TS
Y A=fH age
afe e, e
T @ T
oTms 90 I A oy
RIATH GIATER S5 | a0
T A L AN e
s Srer, i wdTofe

HewE THE SR o Wb
wThte o1 sl Sy
‘ay-2F Tt wiEEEme, Fhe
i T, Ton T =
S Q¥ @ Ffger o
FEn T A

iz W 1, Frffese
T wEIS AECE A
etz el e e crene
TN s A W o
CEECE WitEs oo AfEr sl
A, AT WIS

CIEEIE] smfe AR WAEEl o SlEE wETn e S5 s i
Y | e geqree fEwE wreE

BIETIEE oA wNEeE wwrs | g Tel flj"wrv e
M & osm TeEwEd efeiEr T e HeTE FennE

(<) ja:‘iﬂt@? B wiTEn ded-wEe wmy S T WS TE T Flec
Ty wrgE WA B WEE erelpe (e, B mﬁa i
! T WI0E | ETRE G0 o W wraft, aEETE e, arrﬁ‘ A
Eaicrare o Fefem,  TEm, RS e e Tl e -
a Ao WERonT g oDl wowce W oefR o s I,
‘..ﬂ@m'ﬁvr&] frers  orF eftem Wi s o el 6 wlmeEio
T o7 wew Areninr Wi el fee Wi e 9% e

ﬁﬁ'ﬁ‘“ﬁ:{ qE 1w ceue Wl EER TR EEretd i i

[-pe] AT WY ST S0 Ol
\—m‘s?nﬁ’[ ﬁl‘c‘ﬁ! W wTES S WerEH sE s wrenrd A eeral
s wrereTe lewads fwem ate, o WOAE EedT W
#fSfAfy wer e ae @t affEm crvea v wiTE, SR WoeWE e,
(8%73) S ST Al e T |
’ m v e wdife So gy if:_qjl _T;
GG 71 19 EQ;E f;qﬁs A flq . Taatdigma g ST
. S ik Fige @l e
AACECT T ey w8 5 s o {El s EEE T
s o M7 T T e o ofd e WA
9 PR 7,[< um;m g ) kil T
ﬁm .’Wil‘ﬁﬁﬂmiﬁmﬁﬁ‘ﬁ? w7 HeoERE S A A Bt
i ¢ o fifis cors 0 T crew wune | =W
s % SH WEH G, PronhT g sy S0, <G e AT
AT EETETE ThATee e R e i e Gean
E U WA T [ GBE € W6 O A (0 4 O @
ey ST e Fae ol W W e Bl wsfere
T IFE vw HANE Heww SIS I WeETRTE S = T

FaTTER SR (TR A,
aefs = W
AewEmE #fE L
e, weafis @i
TR T e
ey e Bfeon Fos =g
FAE- 4 (1 TS TR

i, sfewn g g
fre 3 4% S S
WIWAE (TR G A
¥ w7 wWAS T (FADG T
“HhaT g |

@



5 T 20M Racive oy

s 5, e el
mmmm.
sl T,

cEEe, T

Sy e < weni O T WP W

WL

mmnmmﬂmu
mmnmmmmw“mmﬁmﬁ
mammahmmuﬁ-mmmw
mwmm.mmmﬁm“ummaﬁm
w‘aﬁmwmmw:ﬁ. e e R 4 0 £0
mwﬁ,n-ﬁ-ﬂmﬁvmmmwwumwm

= mmtdmmawvamwmﬁﬁﬁt

mﬁmmwmmmm “ufi
hﬂ&mmwmwmmm-ﬁmﬁmmm wmwﬂuﬁmmﬂﬂﬁmmm*
ey e i T T N W e e e e & T e mmmﬂﬂnwwm‘w

wrr e EORE T,
mmmm,mmmmmm

demmﬂnm-jﬂmmhmm# mwmmmmﬁfmﬂ

muwﬁmam-ﬂwﬁﬂwwrmi ﬂﬂmmmm|ﬂgm1aw.m

5 werarae, e v 2T m{ammhfﬂm“mhm
ﬂm*MﬂWIﬂtrﬂmm o Sy it 9 R ST VTR TR W SO i g W
3 B o S v o= 1 i

FemTE (ancestral) ¥ETE T ey g T TR

v w7 T
i s e mmﬂmm* migwﬂimﬁ.hﬂm.mm-amﬁm
. g TR L e T g U T S AR sxa TR woens ok e, R OFE,
qﬂmﬂﬂﬁhmﬁm- %mmwmﬁww:mm\‘ wm.mqam.uﬂ#mmmmmmmq:mm

ik ﬁw'qmww!ﬁmimmmﬁnmmmmmﬁmm
E§W1MWW wh e, Sy o, Sk, o SR W L AR e s g ST ¥ T W

B W 5 e ST 5 5 T SIS mwmmmmm.mumﬁumﬁmﬂvﬂ
mﬂwﬁmﬁ“hﬁ aimmmmmmm.ﬁmmm:m#

mmh : a:su;a:nlmfﬁﬁ'Ihmtln.mmﬂ#rﬁw'*“'*'”“’“"*‘memmﬂﬂmhm
e WEFS £ Gy

r:‘gqﬂﬂnﬁﬂwwwwrﬂm

sy o
Frofe oM ﬁ'ﬂﬁmﬂ”w“ﬂﬁ?};ﬁﬂﬂmwm‘mmmﬁ-mmwm
mmmﬂm-“ﬁ‘-“* 4

T Gy e ETE
ﬂﬂ!ﬂmwm.aﬂmm
qmﬂmmmﬁmmﬁwﬂw--ﬁmﬁu:mmw.

o _wﬂ‘,;mg,_mﬂmmmm' . Wi i, T A, A:,;ﬁ}—u
e ema:ﬁ#m,#ﬂn.gwmu;:nnhu
T . o oo, e
. e iy et queae, AT LR L
ﬂﬂ&unﬂfﬂ*hﬁrmnﬂﬂf{m#‘m{’ . DL AT
mwﬁﬂ'f"“m'ﬂ’w”mﬂ mﬁmwﬂ.mmﬂnmwmm
Jmmﬂﬁﬁhﬁ“m :

]



@h? gﬁzfﬁu 5‘&1]’ DHAKA MONDAY OCTOBER 10, 2016

@h? gﬁgﬁg ﬁtal’ DHAKA SATURDAY JUNE 7, 2016

700 Khasi people set to lose their homesteads

Eviction notice asks them to leave by June 12

In a gloomy mood, Khasi women of Nahar Punjee in Moulvibazar's Srimangal listen to a
government notice being read out to them by the village headman (not in photo). The
notice asked the punjee dwellers to vacate 150 acres of the 250-acre government land
by June 12. Photo: Mintu Deshwara

Mintu Deshwara with Andrew Eagle

Women sit in a yard trying to sort
betel leaves but their heavy hearts
barely allow it. The elderly who
counted on predictable sunset years
can hardly concentrate on basic
chores. Children are confused;
parents without hope. The collective
mood in the two Khasi villages
collectively known as Nahar Punjee,
set amidst hillocks in the back
blocks of Moulvibazar's Srimangal
and home to around 700 Khasis, is
one of devastation.

On 30 May 2016 Nahar's villagers
were issued notice by the
government to vacate 150 acres of
the 250-acre Nahar Punjee area by
June 12, or face forcible eviction.

The notice accuses the Khasis of
illegally occupying government land,
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MOULVIBAZAR KHASI VILLAGE
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Women keep vigil to protect homes
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As most of the males in the village have fled to avoid arrest, Khasi women have risen to the occasion. Divided in small groups, they
guard their houses and betel leaf gardens to resist any attempt to evict the families and grab land in their punjee (village) at
Sreemangal upazila of Moulvibazar. A tea estate has allegedly been trying to grab land of the Khasi people since 2007 to expand its
area. The photo was taken Thursday night. Photo: Mintu Deshwara

Mintu Deshwara

Khasi women of two punjees in Moulvibazar's
Sreemangal upazila have started guarding their
houses and betel leaf gardens in a bid to resist any
attempt to evict their families and grab their land.

They have taken it upon themselves to protect their
homes as most of the male members of the punjees
(villages) have fled their houses in fear of arrest
following an eviction notice issued by the district
administration.

The notice, issued on May 30 to some 700 Khasi
people living in two villages collectively known as
Nahar Punjee, asked the villagers to vacate 150 acres
of the 250-acre punjee area by tomorrow.

The authorities accused them of illegally occupying
150 acres of government land and cultivating betel
leaf there. The notice warned that the authorities
would use the police to force the residents out of their
homes if they fail to move out within the deadline.

Indigenous rights activists alleged that the district

S

administration was acting in support of Nahar Tea
Estate, which has been trying to grab the land since
2007 to expand its area.

Armed with sticks and divided into small groups, the
Khasi women now guard their houses and betel leaf
gardens night and day, Mousumi Ruram, a punjee
resident, told this correspondent.

Raul Mannar, a local of the punjee, said, “We have
been living here for generations. Many Khasi families
earn their livelihood by growing crops on the land.
Without this land, it would be impossible for them to
survive.”

Fifty-five-year-old Daimon Lamin said, “We are
Bangladeshi citizens and we have voting rights, yet we
are among the most deprived ones in the country. We
have been living and cultivating on the land for many
years now, but still we don't have a place of our own.”

Dibarmin Lamin, headman of Nahar punjee, said, “We
would like to live and die on this land they way our
ancestors did. We will sacrifice our lives but won't
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Fifty Khasi families in uncertainty

Set to lose their homesteads, land for betel leaf cultivation after exchange
of adversely possessed land with India

A Khasi woman teaching her children at her house at Pallathal Punji in Baralekha upazila of Moulvibazar. Some 50
Khasi families of the indigenous neighbourhood have been in fear of losing their homestead to India once the
implementation of Land Boundary Agreement begins in their area. Locals said India would be in possession of about
300 acres of land where Khasis cultivate betel leaf. Photo: Mintu Deshwara

Mintu Deshwara

Welsi Amse has always dreamt that her children would
become doctors one day. She has been squeezing
every penny possible from the meagre earnings from a
betel leaf garden at Pallathal Punji in Moulvibazar for
the last few years.

But all her dreams have started to fade away after she
came to know that her betel leaf garden, her only
source of income, would soon be taken away. Now, the
35-year-old woman is worried sick over how she and
her five-member family would survive if their land is
taken.

Around 50 Khasi families living in Pallathal Punji
(indigenous  neighbourhood) in  Moulvibazar's
Baralekha upazila would lose their homestead once
the exchange of the adversely possessed land,
following the signing of the land boundary agreement,
start happening.

Lukas Bahadur, headman of Pallathal Puniji, told this
correspondent that around 300 acres of land, where
Khasis cultivate betel leaf, would be taken.

“Although India is erecting a barbed wire fence on its
part along our betel leaf garden, our officials are not

doing anything to stop them,” he alleged.

The betel leaf garden is the lone source of income for
the 50 Khasi families comprising around 250 people.
The families living at the hillocks in the upazila are
passing days amid worry over losing the land they had
been living on for centuries.

As part of the 1974 Land Boundary Agreement (LBA),
Bangladesh will give India 2,777 acres of adversely
possessed land and get 2,267 acres in exchange. The
land is in the bordering areas of India's Assam, Tripura,
Meghalaya, and West Bengal states.

The Pallathal area in Barlekha, bordering Assam and
Meghalaya, consists of adversely possessed land. It
includes 300 acres of homestead and cultivable land
of the Khasi and Garo people.

Lukas Bahadur said, “Our land was excluded in the
1974 survey, but India claimed the land [more than
300 acres] in 2011. Now they are setting up a fence
blocking the main entrance to the garden. I've already
informed the local administration about this, but they
refused to help us and said the order came from higher
authorities.”

8>
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A rally jointly organised by Garo Student Union and Madhupur Garo Society at Gaira
of Tangail yesterday, protesting an alleged conspiracy to evict the ethnic minority
people from Madhupur in the name of declaring a 9,145-acre land at Arankhola
Mauja a reserve forest. Inset, Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity leader
Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma, popularly known as Santu Larma, addressing the rally.

Reserve forest instills fear in
Madhupur ethnic minorities

Santu Larma criticises govt at Tangail rally for declaring 9,145 acres of the
'‘communities' ancestral land' as reserve forest, fears eviction

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Criticising the government for publishing the
gazette notification that declared the 9,145 acres
of land at Arankhola Mauja in Madhupur of
Tangail as a reserve forest, Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity leader Jyotirindra
Bodhipriya Larma yesterday said the present
government is not friendly towards the ethnic
minority people.

Larma said this at a rally jointly organised by
Garo Student Union and Madhupur Garo Society
at Gaira of Tangail, where he attended as the chief
guest, protesting an alleged conspiracy of evicting
the ethnic minority people from Madhupur in
name of a reserve forest.

“Even the peace accord signed for protecting
rights of the ethnic minority people of

Chittagong Hill Tracts has not been imple-
mented. The accord is now overlooked and
neglected by the ruling force,” said the
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum president, popularly
known as Santu Larma.

The Adivasi leader said the 30 lakh people of
the ethnic minority communities in the country
are now deprived and tortured in various ways. In
the last 45 years, none of the governments solved
their problems, he added.

The ethnic minority people will have to
remain united to protect their existence, he said.

"We will have to have own leadership, own
party to realise our rights, We can not be
depended on any other parties to do that for us,”
he added.

The ethnic minority people of Madhupur said
the Ministry of Environment and Forests on

February 15 declared the land in Madhupur Garh
as a reserve forest under Section 20 of the Forest
Actof1927.

Following the gazette notification, fear of
eviction spread among the Garo, Koch, Bormon,
other ethnic minorities and Bangalee people
living in the area, they said. Around 15 villages
are situated in the Arankhola Mauja area, and the
villagers claim that the lands where the villages
are located are their ancestral property.

They said even though the gazette did not men-
tion their eviction, but they fear that they might be
evicted eventually and expressed their determina-
tion to resist the alleged conspiracy of evicting the
ethnic minority people from Madhupur in name
of the reserve forestat any cost.

The rally was attended by several ethnic
minority leaders and rights activists.
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